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SUMMARY 


1.  There  were  17  farm  fatalities  in  1987  compared  with  13  deaths  in  1986. 

2.  The  17  fatalities  represent  a  31  per  cent  increase  over  1986, although  it  is  still 
35%  lower  than  the  yearly  average  of  26  deaths  from  1976  to  1986. 

3.  Forty-seven  per  cent  of  fatalities(8)  involved  persons  45  years  or  older. 
Children  below  18  years  old  accounted  for  35  per  cent  of  fatalities  (6). 

4.  Farm  machinery  claimed  nine  lives,  the  tractor  alone  accounting  for  six 
deaths. 

5.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  (5)  occurred  in  September,  accounting  for  29  per 
cent  of  fatalities. 

6.  Agricultural  Regions  1  and  5  each  recorded  24  per  cent  (4  each)  of  fatalities. 

7.  Twenty-nine  per  cent  of  deaths  (5)  involved  victims  being  run  over  by  tractors 
and  vehicles. 

8.  Twenty-nine  per  cent  of  accidents  (5)  involved  victims  operating  tractors  and 
vehicles.  Another  24  per  cent  (4)  involved  children  at  play. 

9.  Almost  half  of  the  accidents  (8)  occurred  in  the  field. 

The  increase  in  fatalities  is  attributable  to  the  increase  (3)  in  the  number  of 
deaths  among  preschoolers  and  children  in  high  school.  Two  of  these  deaths 
involved  drowning,  two  run-overs,  one  electrocution  and  one  caught  in  a  power 
take-off.  We  do  not  have  programs  specifically  geared  towards  pre-schoolers  and 
high  school  children. 

Factors  contributing  to  these  fatalities  included  children  playing  near 
unfenced  ponds,  tractor  accidentally  slipping  into  gear,  falling  off  tractors  and 
victims  not  seen  by  vehicle  operators  while  backing  up. 

Others  were,  contact  with  overhead  power  lines,  snapping  of  towing  chain,  a 
parapalegic  falling  in  the  way  of  a  garage  door  and  stepping  on  accelerator 
instead  of  brakes. 

Fatalities  among  adults  18  years  and  over  increased  by  only  one.  It  is 
recommended  we  maintain  and  enhance  our  current  adult  programs. 
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TABLE  1 

FREQUENCY  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS,  1976  -  1987 


YEAR 

FREQUENCY 

%  CHANGE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

1976 

27 

1977 

30 

+  11 

1978 

25 

-17 

1979 

25 

0 

1980 

28 

+  12 

1981 

32 

+  14 

1982 

27 

-16 

1983 

27 

0 

1984 

25 

-7 

1985 

29 

+  16 

1986 

13 

-55 

1987 

17 

+31 

305 

Average  per  year  (1976  -  87)  was  25.0 

Average  per  month  (1976 

-  87)  was  2.0 

SOURCE:  Office  of  the  Chief  Medical  Examiner 

TABLE  2 

AGE  GROUPS  OF  VICTIMS 

AGE  GROUP 

FREQUENCY 

%  CHANGE  FROM  1986 

Below  6 

4 

+  100 

*6  to  10 

0 

-100 

11  to  17 

2 

+200 

18  to  34 

2 

+  100 

35  to  44 

1 

0 

45  to  60 

7 

+  133 

Above  60 

1 

-  80 

17 

SOURCE:  Office  of  the  Chief  Medical  Examiner 

*  Age  group  targeted  in  the  Farm  Safety  Rural  School  Program. 
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1987  FATALITIES 


DATE 

AGE 

SEX 

CAUSE/HOW 

I.  February  14 

4 

M 

Drowned  in  nonH 

2.  April  21 

2 

F 

Drowned  in  pond 

3.  May  18 

22 

M 

Run  over  bv  tractor 

4.  May  27 

69 

M 

Crushed  by  tractor 

5.  June  1 

49 

M 

Tractor  rollover 

6.  June  5 

57 

M 

Run  over  bv  tractor 

7.  June  9 

3 

M 

Run  over  bv  tractor 

8.  June  19 

48 

M 

Electrocution 

9.  July  1 

16 

M 

Electrocution 

10.  August  1 

32 

M 

Struck  bv  ftow^  chain 

1 1.  September  5 

17 

M 

Caught  in  PTO 

12.  September  17 

51 

M 

Crushed  bv  earaee  door 

13.  September  18 

2 

F 

Run  over  by  truck 

14.  September  19 

58 

F 

Run  over  by  vehicle 

15.  September  30 

59 

M 

Caught  in  baler 

16.  October  15 

50 

M 

Caught  in  auger 

17.  October  31 

43 

M 

Tractor  rollover 
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CHART  1   -  SEX  OF  VICTIM 

1987  FATALITIES 


CHART  2  -  DAY  OF  WEEK 

1987  FATALITIES 

Sunday  (O.OJ5) 

monday  (1 1 .8%) 


Saturday  (29.4%) 


tuesday  (1 1  .BT.) 


thursday  (11.8%) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/fatalityreportOOalbe_0 
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CHART  3  -  MONTH  OF  YEAR 

1987  FATALITIES  8 
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CHART  4  -  AGRICULTURAL  REGION 

1987  FATALITIES 


VI  (11.8%) 


V  (23.5%) 


I  (23.5%) 


(17.6%) 


IV  (11.8%) 


(11.8%) 


CHART  5  -  AGE  GROUPS 

1987  FATALITIES 


above  60  (5.9X) 


45  to  60  (41.2*) 


35  to  44  (5.9%) 


CHART  6  -  AGENTS  INVOLVED 

1987  FATALITIES 
auger  (5.9%) 


electrocution  (11.8%) 
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CHART  7  -  WHERE  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

1987  FATALITIES 


not  given  (11.8%) 


driveway  (3.9%) 


farm  building  (5.9%) 


storage  tank  (5.9%) 


granary  (5.9%) 


farmyard 


field  (47.1%) 


pond  (11.8%) 


CHART  8  -  ACTIVITY  OF  VICTIM 

1987  FATALITIES 
not  given  (5.9%) 


shovelling  grain  (5.9%) 


digging  holes  (5 


lifting  pipes  (5.9%) 


skidding  poles  (5.9%) 


operating  (29.4%) 


refuelling  (5.9%) 


open  door/gate  (11.8%) 


playing  (23.5%) 
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CHART  9  -  HOW  ACCIDENT  OCCURRED 

1987  FATALITIES 


